TOUCH THE WATER PROMENADE
CONCEPT DESIGNS

GATEWAYS AND THREADS
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Instantly recognizable as Edmonton’s premiere
riverfront destination, this incredibly vibrant public
space evokes a unique sense of place in Canada’s
northern-most major city.

The Touch the Water Promenade celebrates the
central River Valley's multi-layered history and special
significance to Indigenous communities, restores its
natural systems and resiliency and re-connects the
central city to the river.

By improving access into and within the River

Valley network, the Promenade provides diverse
opportunities for riverfront gathering and recreation
not found anywhere else in the region.



WELLNESS

Promotes healthy living and
fosters wellbeing through diverse
kinds of recreation, mobility and
environments

PROJECT PRINCIPLES: WELLNESS

1. To provide varied and unique spaces that allow
for a more diverse range of recreation and mobility
activities.

2. To encourage healthy and active living by further
activating and improving the central River Valley
multi-use path network.

3. To provide more direct and accessible
connections between the promenade, central river
valley destinations like Victoria and Government
House Parks, and city centre neighbourhoods.

4. To increase diversity of use, safety and appeal
by providing options for users through active and
passive pathway separation.



ECOLOGY PROJECT PRINCIPLES: ECOLOGY

Supports and enhances the 1. To restore and enhance the central River Valley
environment by sustaining healthy as an ecological network and wildlife corridor within
and resilient ecosystems. a wider, interconnected network.

2. To expand, enhance and diversify the urban
forest, improve the river shoreline, and restore
natural ecosystems and habitats within the project
area.

3. To connect communities to nature by promoting
ecological stewardship through amenities which
promote and educate on positive ecological
practices, such as watershed quality and
naturalization.



CELEBRATION

Connects people to one another
and builds a sense of place by
providing places for communities to
thrive, gather and celebrate.

PROJECT PRINCIPLES: CELEBRATION

1. To promote community interaction through the
development of vibrant, welcoming, accessible,
inclusive and playful gathering spaces along the
River edge, in all seasons.

2. To respectfully commemorate the diverse
Indigenous history, use, and contributions to the
area, and provide gathering spaces to celebrate,
teach, and promote culture.

3. To strengthen Edmonton's identity by telling the
story of this place’s diverse cultural significance
and rich, multi-layered history, as envisioned by the
River Crossing Heritage Interpretive Plan.

4, To provide more inclusive access and
connection to the River itself, for social, cultural,
and recreational use as a water corridor and for

restorative contemplation.



CELEBRATING THE RIVER AND TOUCHING THE WATER




FOUR SEASON ACTIVITY




RECOGNIZING MULTI-LAYERED HISTORIES




RESILIENT ECOLOGIES




CITY AND RIVER




Starting Points
A DISTINCT URBAN WATERFRONT

ECOLOGICAL
URBAN FABRIC ~ MOSAIC GATHERING SPACES

ROCKY MOUNTAINS

BOREAL FORESTS

NORTHERN SASKATCHEWAN RIVER

GRASSLANDS



Concept Options Gateways + Threads

GATEWAYS THREADS
This option focuses new This option distributes the new
enhancement and activity into enhancements into many smaller
three larger gathering spaces. gathering spaces along the river
These “Gateways” are located next to edge. These smaller “Threads” are
Groat Bridge, High Level Bridge and more integrated into the enhanced
Walterdale Bridge, and are riverfront promenade.
connected by an enhanced riverfront
promenade.
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Touch the Water Promenade Concept Options
GATEWAYS




Concept Options GatewastP :
GROAT GATEWAY |
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GROAT STORM BASIN END-OF-PIPE TREATMENT FACILITY

GROAT RAVINE TREATMENT FACILITY GROAT RAVINE STORMWATER OUTFALL



Gateways Groat Gateway
GROAT STORMWATER CATCHMENT
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Gateways Groat Gateway
RESTORATION OF OPEN-AIR CREEK

MANIPULATED

TOPOGRAPHY




Gateways Groat Gateway
CIRCULATION + AMENITIES

CONNECTION
TO PROMENADE

AMENITY/
BUILDING

“ACTIVE
PLAY




Gateways Groat Gateway
STORMWATER CLEANSING SEQUENCE

NITRATES




STORMWATER CLEANSING + FLOOD CONTROL SEQUENCE

DESIGNED TO ELEVATION OF

TOLERABLE FLOOD RISK

STORMWATER IN

\'/k) 'y

TREATED WATER RELEASED FLOOD WATERS






>

.. - - -DRAFT CONCEPT ILLUSTRATION | JUNE 2020
- Designby | DUB ARCHITECTS *

= STOSS
= ISL ENGINEERING

3

Fu




TRACES OF PAST USE

HIGH LEVEL BRIDGE

SASKATCHEWAN RIVER VALLEY (BEFORE HIGH LEVEL BRIDGE
CONSTRUCTION)
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Gateways Rossdale Gateway
INTERSECTIONS AT THE RIVER

FORT EDMONTON BY PAUL KANE ROSSDALE POWER PLANT



WALTERDALE BRIDGE + ROSSDALE POWER PLANT
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WALTERDALE BRIDGE ROSSDALE POWER PLANT + PUMP HOUSE



ICE FLOW: FRAZIL PANS

FRAZIL PANS:
FRAZIL ICE IS A COLLECTION
OF LOOSE ICE CRYSTALS
FORMED IN WATER THAT IS
TOO TURBULENT TO FREEZE
SOLID. THE RESULTING DISCS
OF ICE (FRAZIL PANS) ARE

A COMMON SIGHT IN THE
FAST-MOVING WATER OF THE
NORTH SASKATCHEWAN IN
EARLY WINTER.



VARIETY OF LANDSCAPES

CONTEMPLATIVE
SPACES

ARBORETUM

GATHERING
BERM

Lawn

GRASSES
PLAINS ROUGH FESCUE
GREEN NEEDLE GRASS

Evergreen Forest

TREES
ENGELMANN SPRUCE
LODGEPOLE PINE

Boreal Forest

TREES
TREMBLING ASPEN
WHITE SPRUCE

EARLY BLUEGRASS SUBALPINE FIR BALSAM POPLAR
SAND GRASS DOUGLAS FIR PAPER BIRCH
WESTERN PORCUPINE GRASS SHRUBS JACK PINE
DRYLAND SEDGE COMMON JUNIPER SHRUBS

JUNE GRASS HORIZONTAL JUNIPER PRICKLY ROSE
AWNED WHEAT GRASS TALL BILBERRY WILD ROSE
SWEET GRASS BEARBERRY GREEN ALDER

ROCKY MOUNTAIN FESCUE
SHEEP'S FESCUE

NEEDLE & THREAD GRASS
BLUE GRAMA GRASS
FRINGED BROME

CANADA BUFFALO-BERRY
DWARF BILBERRY
BLUEBERRY

WHITE FLOWERED
RHODODENDRON

CANADA BUFFALO-BERRY
RASPBERRY

BUSH CRANBERRIES

RED OSIER DOGWOOD
HONEYSUCKLES



Gateways Rossdale Gateway
VARIETY OF LANDSCAPES

Native
Garden

SHRUBS

BEAKED HAZELNUT

WILD GOOSEBERRY
SASKATOON

SHRUBBY CINQUEFOIL
PIN CHERRY

CHOKE CHERRY

PRICKLY WILD ROSE
WILD RED RASPBERRY
CANADA BUFFALO-BERRY
RED-OSIER DOGWOOD
LABRADOR TEA
COMMON BLUEBERRY
BRACKTED HONEYSUCKLE
TWINING HONEYSUCKLE
BUCKBRUSH
SNOWBERRY

IMMERSIVE
SPACES

LOW BUSH
CRANBERRY
WHITE MEADOW
SWEET

COMMON JUNIPER
HORIZONTAL
JUNIPER

TREES
TREMBLING
ASPEN

WHITE SPRUCE
TAMARACK
LODGEPOLE PINE
BALSAM FIR
BALSAM POPLAR
WHITE BIRCH

GRASSES + EMERGENTS
TICKLE GRASS

PRAIRIE CORDGRASS

REED GRASS

SEDGE (VARIETY)
SLOUGHGRASS

TUFTED HAIRGRASS

RUSH (VARIETY)

HEMLOCK WATER PARSNIP
SPIKE RUSH

MANNA GRASS
WOOL-GRASS
SMALL-FRUITED BULRUSH

Urban
Orchard

EDIBLE FOOD TREES
APPLE

CHERRY

AMUR CHOKECHERRY
SCHUBERT CHOKECHERRY
CRABAPPLE

MAYDAY

PEAR - EARLY GOLD
PEAR - GOLDEN SPICE
PEAR - USSURIAN
PLUM

SASKATOON



VARIETY OF RECREATIONAL SPACES

NON-NATIVES
AMERICAN ELM
GREEN ASH
LINDEN

BUR OAK

NATIVES

! BALSAM POPLAR
TREMBLING
ASPEN

WHITE BIRCH

| \
ACTIVE

ESECL'EC Active RECREATION
Play FOR ALL AGES

ALL SEASON

Amphitheater
Plaza

FLEXIBLE

f EVENT
SPACE
L 4

t

Flexible
Event Space



Gateways Rossdale Gateway
CLUSTERS OF LANDSCAPE
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PUBLIC
GATHERINGS
~1500 PEOPLE
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~80 PEOPLE

Gateways Rossdale Gateway
PUBLIC GATHERINGS + FOOD TRUCKS
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SKATING RINK 1l
B ~200 PEOPLE I

-l : -
»
B

=
¥ SMALL GATHERINGS
~200 PEOPLE ’

Gateways Rossdale Gateway
SMALL GATHERINGS + SKATING RINK

y




COMMUNITY MARKET
~400 PEOPLE

RIVER EVENT
~1,500 PEOPLE

DAL
M l':‘ l:‘:‘.l

Gateways Rossdale Gateway
COMMUNITY MARKET + RIVER EVENT

y




SCALE COMPARISON (EVERGREEN BRICKWORKS; TORONTO, ON)

ROSSDALE EVERGREEN BRICKWORKS



SCALE COMPARISON (GRANVILLE ISLAND; VANCOUVER, BC)

ROSSDALE GRANVILLE ISLAND



SUMMARY

GROAT GATEWAY ROSSDALE GATEWAY
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Touch the Water Promenade Concept Options
THREADS
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EXISTING CONDITION
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EXISTING CONDITION
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EXISTING CONDITION
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Touch the Water Promenade Summary
CONCEPTS

GATEWAYS THREADS

This option focuses new This option distributes the new
enhancement and activity into enhancements into many smaller
three larger gathering spaces. gathering spaces along the river

These “Gateways” are located next edge. These smaller “Threads” are
to Groat Bridge, High Level Budge more integrated into the enhanced
and Walterdale Bridge, and are riverfront promenade.
connected by an enhanced riverfront
promenade.
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