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The Downtown Business Association works to support, 
connect and enrich Edmonton’s Downtown community. 
Downtown is home to Edmonton’s original mainstreet, 
Jasper Avenue, and is proud to host some of Canada’s 
top restaurants, unique retail offerings, and a dynamic 
mix of corporate and startup offices.

This Economic Indicators project was initiated by City 
Council to understand the overall economic well being 
of Edmonton’s Business Improvement Areas (BIAs). In 
partnership with each BIA, the City has developed a set 
of indicators which can be measured annually to track 
and report economic trends.
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bia property is desirable

retail 
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vacancy rate

property is being improved

average commercial assessment value, 
by asset type

The number of building permits and total  
construction value has increased.*

number and value of building permits

13.66%
2018

* Data for 2017-2018

458, with a total 
construction 
value of $1.137B20
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376, with a total 
construction 
value of $165.2M20
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patrons report the area  
is a destination location

Increase in respondents who stated Yes*

2017 n=100 2018 n=573
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 = 100 building permits

Total Average
$20,308,249

Total Average
$19,862,723

Total Average
$19,533,332
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$12,435,354

Multi-Use
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$19,381,167
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Shopping Centre
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$94,834,250
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patrons report the 
area is safe
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area is safe

Methodology

The results in this report reflect data collected 
from internal City of Edmonton data sources 
(such as permit and licence applications) 
and from a series of surveys.  Surveys were 
conducted with businesses and members of 
the public, including patrons and residents 
living near the BIA.  These surveys were 
completed online, in-person, and via telephone 
during October and November of 2018. 
The study of vacant retail storefronts was 
conducted in August 2018.

The reporting period for the Economic 
Indicators is from January to December each 
calendar year.

For additional information please contact 
smallbusiness@edmonton.ca 
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