- Plaming and Management Polcies

IN 1 907 Fredertck Tadd enmswned a rwer valley that would promde the attzens -

| 7of Edmonton wrth opportumﬂes to. enjoy and apprecmte the natuml aesthettc quah- i

S ties of the area for genemtwns to cotne. Smce that time the human pressure exerted o

" on the river valley has challenged the custodzans of the area unth the problem of balanc—
R -mg the need to preserve the enmronmental mtegrtty mherent m the river valley wzth o
the need to promde attzens w:th an opportumty for meanmgful recreatwn Itis clear" Lo

‘the Valley carmot be all thmgs to all people- -

In 1 990 the c:tzzens of Edmonton contmued to bmld on Todd S mston w:th an_ -

o expresswn of thezr own vision. That mswn cmd its bastc pmnaples are recommended Nk

L to promde the long term dtrectwrt for the valley 5. use and care




28 NBRGN OF GREEN

'A I'llBlIl:lY SllPI'IlRTEIl
 vision STATEMENT

. The North Saskatchewan River Valley cmd Ravme : -
L Systemisa ribbon of'g green running through the =

Gty of Edmonton. The riatural features, wildli ife, vege- -
tation; and cultural herttage of Edmonton will be con- -

mient qf these tesources to- prevmt explettdtwn,,..

- destruction or nieglect; Trails, paths and parks will tie. ~

. Edmonton together prowdmg a change from urbar liv="

ing and-an opportumty for recreatton in the tranqml— S

ity of nature..

' Bas‘i'(':‘ Principles"

-1 Cansermtwn

: The ma_]or portlon of the river valley Wlll remam _
: ,i'1nanatural staté: Certam areas of habn:at will be hlghly RE a . ' s R
- _protectedto ensure existence of native vegetanon and: . - *y romde Iess mobtle p ersom wz thf ull mnge of op twns E

- wildlife: commumtles and to’ llrmt the 1ntrus1on of . ' '

- 'humans

. 2 Recreatmn

Recreatlon act1v1t1es must be companble wrth cons .
setvation of existing natural : areas and must requn’e’ -

the valley s: natural setnng

3 Development

~ New ot expanded facﬂmes w1ll be those Whlch

- ..ﬁenhance recreation opportunities, are compatlble with'.
- conservation and will be Tocated in afeas whlch are’
“already drsmrbed or where env1ronmcntal 1mpact wrll -

: be low

'4 Tszs ; ‘

selected to rrnnnmze 1mpact on the env1ronment

-5 Eduratwn

Programs W1ll 1ncrease awareness of natural and_ '
“human™ hlstory, ‘encourage an cnv1ronmcntally' -
responsible attitude toward the Valley and promote

o respect for other Valley users

' "-n PROGRAM smrmrm

e Pollowmg the hlerarchlcal d1rect1on set down by S
- thé Visioh Statement; the pubhc on October- 15and- "
16, 1990; rev1ewed and afnended the Conceptual Pro— o

- gram Statcment for the I'IVCI’ valley system o

5 0 DISABLED T |
", served for present.and futiire generations by manage- ~ - ' ‘
; To take an mtegrated ! approach ta pianmng ta promote:., T
- .agcessibility for'everyone regardiess of age or mobility -~
- without ma;er alteratmns ta s:te or w:theut al!ermg the T
- mtent ai the. expenence :

i . -,deszgn to: mclu‘de wrdest cmss—sectwn of the pubhc

U2 considér ramps 1nstead of steps

- strategic locatlon of amenities.

S emphamze barriet free des1gn rather than develop— T
o -1ng separate tralls B :

'—".7-opportumty for equal choice.

C- dlsabled senlors and chlldren

__.,_o:«deszgn m"diﬁﬂdtmns s

' - the extent of physmal acce551b1hty Wlll be based' L
" onthe degree to-which- modlﬁcanons at the par— L
- tlcular 51te or. faahty are requlred '

L 0 MAJOR EMPHASIS

o Wn‘h the exeeptmn of :denﬂfred park nades to restnct o

: development to-maximum.of an mtegrated frail system, N

. wihich would make the river valley accessible tothe public -~ .
yet proteet the natural Iandseape and w:ldhfe hab:rat_'- S

.. areas.. : : ‘

e lznear park system lmked threugh a: series of paths, AR
: ' ' e tmtls and open: space S -
Tralls wﬂl provrde contmuous access through the o
- major emphasis on connnuous tra1l development
valley Trall width, surface and location will be -
= ~trails not. necessarlly on both sides of the river.
% trails 1nterconnected by pedestnan brldges

: 3—,"frequent access to main trails; and parks from adja— -

“cent; nelghbourhoods

- prov1de parkmg lots at- major ‘acéess pomts

- encourage acceSs1brhty by good bus service:

. ‘ empha51s onriver Valley bemg used by whole c1ty |

Goc



s

. a natural park environment

. - reforestation of denuded areas.

- idéntify and preserve ‘special areas
- restrict some areas,

- .block off and ‘restore unnecessary footpaths

g stewardshrp of pmtectwn balancmg open space con-

servation and recreation development

C - priority # 1- conservatlon

- priority # 2 - recreation. :
- recreatlon hrmted to tranqull’ act1v1t1es

e _-network other aréas and facdzttes to the valley, but a‘on £

- develop more facilities in valley.

- llnkages to trail system/urban park systems of adja~
" cent.municipalities (regional trail system).

{ “linkages to other parks/recreatio'nal facilities._ _

3.0 PARK DEVELOPMENT

3. 1 To complete program statements for the future

~ development of f.-ve ma;or parks
.. Hermitage Park

- anature orlented outdoor recreation park which
creates a natural-preserve ar¢aand an opportu-
nity for pond life appreciation, bird witching,

. wildlife observation, ‘hiking, fishing, ‘introduc-
tion to flatwater canoemg, snowshoemg social

skatlng and plcmcklng

- Buena Vtsta Park

--a pedestnan or1entcd nature park de51gned for L

) mformal recreatlonal use and plcmcklng

. Terw:l[egar Park

= awater-based, nature orlcnted park whlch cre-

* atgs a natural preserve area and re-establishes a

viable ecology by utilizing existing and restored ~

resourees: Designed fot pond life appreciation;

"_,b1rd watching, wildlife observation;hiking fish- - - ' ‘ '
* = Fort’ Edmonton Valley Zoo Kmsmen Sport

ing, boat launching, introduction to flatwater

- canoeing, snowshoeing; social skating and pic—
~nicking. Potential for relocatlon of theJothan— )

" ‘.zen Nature Centre

| - Big Island

- awater-based, nature orlented park 51tuated on_ o

-Iand subject to frcquent ﬂoodlng Access w1ll
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be limited to biey"c"l'es, pedestrians and boats.

o Designed for pond life appreciation, bird watch-

~ ing, wildlife observation, hiking, fishing; boat .
“launching, p1cn1ck1ng, snowshoemg and Cross— .
country sknng

e Twm Brooks Park

- anormal district level park de51gned to meet the
" needs of communities adjacent to Black-
mud/Whitemud Ravine. Desigh | program will

- be-developed between Department and-adjacent
_‘communities. Significant opportuiity exists to
- link Twin Brooks Park to. the Whltemud Ravme '
' Nature Reserve

: _3 2 To :mplemen! exrstmy plans for Wmtemud Creek s
and Jackre Parker Reerearmn Area/Upper Min L‘reek B

3.3 To mvestfgate the potent:al for develapmenr of

- conceptual program statements for Horsehills, .
Clever Bar and remammg tevme Iands

4. 0 TOURISM

- " Towork w:th rhe Edmontan Tounsm Cammrttee to'idens
- lify projects which would enhance Edmonton (. tounsm
i marketmg posmon '

* projects must be ¢ consrstent Wlth ‘Vlslon

* shated respon51b111ty for plannlng, developlng,'- 4'

: ﬁnancmg and operating,.

e *c ompletlon of projectat Ft Edmonton Zoo Mut-_

-tart Coriservatory. |
¢ riverboat operation. : : ,
¢ radial railway: (streetcar) between Ft Edmonton-' :

N _and Buena Vlsta _
: 5 0 EXISTING FACILITIES

To Imm the geegraph:e size of ex:stmg ma;er faerhttes\ - -
~ located in the valley fo current beundartes as defmed by SRR
-existing master plans

: Centre Muttart Conservatory, Whltemud Equine

~Centre, ski hills, campgrounds golf courses and : g

‘other. leased fac111t1es '
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6. 0 LAND ACQUISITION
i : To hmft cest of parkland aequtsmon

. 1dent1fy lands essentIal to tra1l development

‘® negotiate long term easement agreements in prefer—' :

ence to acqulsmon B

70 RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN

the long-term eb;eet:ves of the V:smn and
Prmc:ples are realrzed ' .

. co ordmate and mtegrate management funcuons

R i :7 2 T (1 work w:th the Pro vmee and ather Clly depanmenrs- .
1o complete river waler quality studies and :dentify T

mmattves Ieadmg to rmproved warer quahty

__-'7 3 To work with other government and City depart-
" ments.to identify areas. of special enwranmenlal

s:gmﬂeanee or; sensmwty w:!hm the nver vaﬂey .

‘ and ravme sysfem _
80 OTHER ACCESS ISSUES

| , 'Te sfudy aeeess patent.rai ef

t:f' T:anspenaﬂen/wm'ryeerndarlands w:th spee:alatten- '

tion ta river and ravine crossings...
. res:dent:al areas ef ne:ﬂ: Edmanmn

-'*fif-[ﬂ nESIIIIIlI:E MAI\IAGEMEI\IT

PLAN

'1 A PLAN FOR THE FUTURE

The pubhely supported V1s10n Statement is the =
s underlymg motivation” for governing. the futire
_ -:-_;_-»7 1 To developaﬁesouree Management Plan te ensure 0 marnagement of the river valley. Recognizing the
. -demands placed on ther river valley’s natural resources; -

it is important to bé aware of the difficulties facmg' o
" the City in attemptmg to fuilfill this vision. Theriver .~

valley is identified by both natural and ‘irban charac— o

teristics. Those associated. with:the natural aspects .
_ have wildlifé; vegetatlon blophysmal historical;. -
o archaeologlcal and cultural origins. W}nle those -

- ..associated with the urBan aspects of the-river valley U
- relate to'access and hnkage of trails and the relation= -~
. ship of ‘these fo. pedestnans b1cychsts horseback -

"~ riders; -skiers; vehicles; parklng and ‘transit. The =

= Resource Management Plan will describe the charac— L
ter1st1cs of .these two factors through ‘the use of -

'z -mandgenient Zones and will pr0v1de 3 framework
: "_::from which deelslons concerning urban and natural -

" system interaction’ can be made¢.’ The Resource.' T
- Managemerit . Plan will contain the guldmg princi= _
. :plesand the foundauon fOr resolvmg confhct related: e

' —'_.to both use and conservatlon of the tlver Valley .

a2 MANAGEMENT ZONES

The river valley and 1ts assoc1ated ravmes isa com-— P L
i plex collectlon of ecosystems that range from areas e
-~ virtually: undisturbéd and natural to areas that have o
been, extenswely altered or developed. These areas
" représent varying. degrees of sensitivity .towards -
" " :accommodating and sustammg recreation. In order .
tohighlight the opportunities and conistraints ofieach
of these areas thetiver valley will be described in terms
Tof Management Zones. The zones have been 1n1tlally .
defined as. Pl:eservanon Zone,, Conservatlon Zone
and Extensive Use Zone based on'a prehrmnary SR
-+ visual analy51s of the nver Val]ey Tt may be neces- . " -
- 'sary to further define the zones or add new Zonesas
‘more detailed Informat,lon becomies. avallable A br1ef s
- descnptlon of thc zoncs follows '

. Preservatlon is deﬁned as a process used to, res-

 trict anarea for the protecuon of natural resources.

The Preservatmn Zone is charactenzed by rmm— e

<



./ -mum disturbance, leaving. native vegetation and vvild— 2

life habitat intact. Management practises will include:

no development, no routine maintenance, perlodic ;

- garbage cleanup, restricted wildlife contral (only. : effectwely these major functions muist be integrated . - -

- Swhere dec151ons concerning the river valley are made.
7 This will’ require a collective effort on the: part.of all -~
“interested pubhcs non—proﬁt organizations, ptivate

. orgamzatxons, City of Edmonton departments and,

__other agencies or levels of government o

B when ecologlcal balance is- threatened) only emer-~ -

gency safety and securlty services. Human intrusion .

-~ ~willhot be encouraged This zone could 1nclude areas’
~which are very: steep andfor urisfable and areas-of
* unique. characteristics.such ‘as sensitive or-nnusual- - -

‘habitats;- geologlcal features or: cultural refains.

: Examples of activities which may be included are; "
e:canoemg/kayakmg, Walklng, Joggmg, natare: study- :

observatron photography

‘0 Conservatlon is deﬁned as’a process uscd to

- manage the interaction of, natural resources and

: "r'=people S0 as to prevent explo1tatron destriction.”
“or neglect “"T'he Conservation Zote is character-

lized by"some human disturbancé; corisiderable

_native vegetatlon and wildlife habitat remain intact. -
. ',Management practises will include dcvdoprnent& :
. limited to trails, routine garbage pick up and trail -

_edge maintenance; limited wildlife contrbl, some’

;habltat restoration and s some: safety and: secur1ty' ’

services. Recrcanon will:be l1nnted to ‘trail bascd

- activities. Examplcs of dctivities which .may be-.
~incloded are: snowshoemg, X-country sknng,.
‘canoemgfkayakmg, orienteering, photography,

rowing,- fishing, - bicycling, walking," Jogglng,' -

naturé. study observatlon horseback r1drng

. Extenswe Use Zones are characterlzed by- sub—_: e

'stantlal facrllty development and high accessibil-- )

ity to people i.e., majot parks and facilities: -

© Management practises will include high levels of -
.+, daily maintenance and full safety and security sefv- -

 ices. . This area has a wide range-of recreanonal S

 activities: Preservation and.Conservation princi-
- ples will apply wherc it is deemed necessary Or pos-

__sible. Recreition could include high 2 act1v1ty areas
:such as facility operation, programs 1nterpret1ve'
o dlsplays and 1nformation centers.

3. MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK

The five management functrons identified as- essen—'
tial.to effecnvcly mtegrate utrllzanon with preser- L
vation:- -

. Recreatlonal Educatlonal Interpretlve and VlSl-._'

- .tor Services.

e Development Policies and Pracnces
. Mamtcnance Pol1c1es and Practlces
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. Safety and Securrty Serv1ces
. Admmlstratlon :

For the Resource Management Plan to opcrate

- :Recreatlonal Educatlonal Interpretlve and
- Visitor Servmes

RCCI‘C&‘EIOI’I&l educatlonal lnterpretwe and v151tor )

services will be prov1ded to develop awareness ofand

respons1b111ty for river valley historical, archaeolog—

v 1cal ~cultural, w1ldhfe and vegetat1vc LESOUICES.

' Development Pollcles and Practlces

Proposed recreat1on land uses will' be revrewed to .

ensure: that. if development is deemed necessary or
des1rable it will be compatible with the preservation - .
- and censervation goals of the river valley and will - -
“be. accompllshed ia way. that minimizes the env1ron— o
- menfal 1mpact. ' c

: Mamtenance Pohcles and Practlces

Ma:l,ntenance will be provided to deﬁned levels of

service compat1ble with the goals of preservatron L

conservation, safety -and cost. Forest management -

pr1nc1ples will be 1mplemcnted where. possible to. -
improve the- quality of river valley forestsforitsprin--" .-
c1pal usesi.c., forest recreatlon, env1ronmental edn— SR

cation and w1ldllfe habltat

' i\Safety and Secunty Servrces

The pubhc voluntéet orgamzatmns Parks and-
Recreat1on, the. Police and Fire Departments will

" wotk-together to ensure the safety and securlty of all'- o
:rrver vallcy users. :

e Admlmstration

Thls document isa long range planwhich- w1ll pro-

: v1de consistent overall guidelines for the- varrctv of .

activities and functionscarried on in theé river valley:
It will act as a guide and framework for decision mak- "

_ing.In order to effectlvely carty-out this mandate it
-~ willbe necessary to develop a mechanism’ whrch can
- servé as avéhicle for bringing lnterested groups and
'-'__mdwlduals together to dlscuss 1S5UES: relevant tor the

river. valley



4. MATRIX R ' . and low and is further deﬁned in the followmg
T . o SR ‘manner. R _ ‘
- The following diagram represents the components- ' Hi b2 su ests . h ioh level of service. ‘ :
of the Resource Management Plan and signifies the 5 gg & S L
" interaction of these components (zones and the R Medmm suggests a moderate level of service. -
management . functions). 'The ‘intersecting -points : ' '
reflect the level of importance attached to each inter- . Low - suggests mlmmum or non. ex1stent
“action, Level ofimportance is defined as high, medium =~ service. ‘ '
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