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The Neighbouring for Climate program was developed 
as a collaboration between Change for Climate and 
Abundant Community Edmonton.
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Toolkit Contents

 STARTER’S GUIDE
Instructions to help you and your neighbours 
to select Action Cards and get started

ACTION CARDS
Card deck with ideas to act on climate change 
with your neighbours

ONLINE HUB
Links to additional resources to learn more at 
edmonton.ca/climateneighbours

How do we take action?
Visit edmonton.ca/climateneighbours for resources 
to help you learn more and complete actions on your 
climate action journey.

For more information about Neighbouring for Climate, contact City staff  
by calling 311 or email changeforclimate@edmonton.ca

Don’t have the Action Cards? Find a digital version on the project 
website above or contact the Change for Climate project team.

A BIG THANK YOU to the community members who contributed their 

ideas, time and expertise to the creation of this pilot program!

© 2023

Celebrate your work! Share your actions 
with your neighbours and Edmontonians 
on social media. #ChangeforClimate
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How can you get started?
Where to start depends on existing connections between 
neighbours, levels of interest and the time and resources 
everyone has available.

Get together with neighbours

Ask questions to understand local assets and 
determine what is already completed

Pick action cards together based on 
your neighbour’s interests and needs

Explore the resources on the project website to 
learn more about how to implement your actions

TAKE ACTION!

Connect with 
neighbourhood 
leaders to see 
what’s already 

underway

Use the 
Neighbourhood 

Inventory 
template on the 
project website

YES YESNO NO

Has climate change work been done 
in your neighbourhood?

Has a neighbourhood inventory been 
conducted before?

1

WELCOME 
NEIGHBOURS!
Let’s tackle climate change together, 
block-by-block.

Addressing climate change can feel overwhelming, but together 
we can make progress locally! Neighbouring for Climate is a 
City of Edmonton initiative to bring neighbours together to take 
action on climate change. 

With easy-to-use climate action cards, Neighbouring for Climate provides 
suggestions and tips for reducing greenhouse gas emissions and helping to 
adapt our neighbourhoods for a changing climate. As a bonus, the program 
also provides opportunities for neighbours to come together, save money, 
learn new skills, create beautiful communities and have fun.

WHO IS IT FOR?

Th is toolkit is for everyone. Neighbouring for Climate was designed with 
input from Edmontonians to make climate action with your neighbours as 
easy as possible. It allows neighbours to select actions that work best for 
them and their neighbourhood based on existing assets, skills and ideas. 

Whether you are new to getting to know your neighbours, taking climate 
action or have been involved in initiatives for years, there are lots of 
ways to get involved and support one another, regardless of experience.
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Why should we get 
neighbouring for climate?
Climate action is more effective when we work together. 
By supporting one another, we can create resilient 
neighbourhoods that benefit everyone.

SOCIAL BENEFITS
Working with our neighbours 
on climate change:

• Improves our ability to prepare 
for, respond to and recover 
from emergencies

• Increases feelings of safety

• Reduces isolation and creates a 
sense of community

• Provides opportunities to share 
skills and knowledge

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS
Neighbours can improve 
environmental health by:

• Decreasing GHG emissions and 
improving energy effi  ciency

• Improving drought tolerance, 
expanding healthy habitats and 
supporting native species

• Improving air and water quality

• Reducing the amount of waste 
entering the landfi ll

FINANCIAL BENEFITS
Coming together as a community 
can help us save money by:

• Buying in bulk

• Saving energy, transportation 
and maintenance costs

• Reducing the impacts of fl ooding 
and the cost of recovery

• Reusing items that your 
neighbour no longer wants 

HEALTH BENEFITS
Reducing the impacts of climate 
change also improves our health: 

• Walking and biking reduce 
emissions and provide exercise

• Growing and sharing produce 
provides healthy food

• Clearing ice and resolving 
water pooling makes our 
neighbourhoods safer

RESILIENT 
NEIGHBOURHOODS
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1. Sort the Action Cards based on the 
Season you would like to get together and 
complete an action.

2. Sort further using the Tags to fi nd actions 
that work.

Tip: If the optimal season is coming to 
an end, “Event” actions might be helpful to 
accomplish an action quickly together. 

3. Take action!

4. If you’re ready to take on more, look 
for other actions in the same Season 
to accomplish other actions before the 
weather changes.

SEASON:SEASONS: Change with the weather

 Start here if... you are looking for something 
to do at a specific time of year.

Include everyone who is interested. 
Find ways to support and involve neighbours 
with a variety of needs and abilities.

“I noticed you have a 
beautiful garden. 

Would you be interested in 
using your skills to help out 

your neighbours?”

“Hi, neighbour. 
I just learned about some 
neat yard improvements
we could make together. 

Do you want to come over 
for a coffee and talk
about some ideas?”

“Hello! I live next door 
and am getting to know my 
neighbours. Did you know 

there are ways we can help
each other in a local

emergency?”

CONVERSATION STARTERS: Don’t know how to reach out for the 
first time? Try these the next time you see your neighbours. 

Tip: Print-at-home postcards can be found on the project website. 
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1. Sort the Actions Cards based on 
Level of Eff ort.

2. Sort further using the Tags to fi nd actions 
that work with the time and resources you 
and your neighbours have available.

Tip: “Low Cost” actions might be helpful 
if you have limited resources.

3. Take action!

1. Sort the Actions Cards based on the Tags
that are most important to you.

2. Sort further by looking at the Level of Eff ort 
required.

3. Take action!

EFFORT:

Low

Medium

High

Everyone can contribute. Think about 
the different skills, tools or experiences 
neighbours can offer each other.

EFFORT: Take the easy (or hard) route

 Start here if... you have limited time or are 
looking for a challenge.

TAGS: Make it customized

 Start here if... you want actions that are 
tailored to your local needs and resources.

TAGS:

Low Cost

Family 
Friendly

Event

$

Bulk Buy

City 
Permission
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WHAT CAN YOU DO?

RESOURCES:

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

Conduct an audit of your neighbourhood to look 
for potential hazards like dead branches, local 
flooding, areas prone to extreme heat, etc. Repeat 
each season or assess changing conditions. Use 
the map template from the project website to help 
you get started with identifying areas of concern.

NEXT UP!  This action works well with. . .

• Prepare for Extreme Rainfall & Flooding (P6)
• Create an Emergency Plan (P11)

What’s in the card deck?
The action card deck provides the information you and your 
neighbours will need to start climate action on your block 
or in your neighbourhood.

TOPIC CARDS 
Introduce the topic 
areas and why they are 
important in addressing 
climate change.

Each topic has several 
actions to choose from.

ACTION CARDS 
Actions neighbours can 
undertake together. 

Includes a variety of 
information to help 
you choose what 
works best for your 
neighbourhood and 
suggestions on how to 
take action.

BLANK CARDS 
Write down new ideas 
to share with others 
and keep track of 
what you and your 
neighbours have done.

$

LEVEL 1 | EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS P1

Review Neighbourhood 
Hazards

EFFORT: SEASON: TAGS:

WHY TAKE ACTION?
In an emergency, dead branches, large 
puddles and other hazards can impact safety. 
Identifying and addressing hazards can improve 
neighbourhood resilience.

Medium

Low Cost

Event

NEW ACTION | EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS:

EFFORT: SEASON: TAGS:

WHY TAKE ACTION?

TOPIC CARD

WASTE 
& WATER
Local actions can make a big difference in 
how waste and water are managed, used, and 

W0

TOPIC CARD

ENERGY & 
FUEL SAVINGS
Improving energy efficiency can reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and lower energy 

E0

TOPIC CARD

FOOD  
SECURITY
Food security supports all neighbours 
in accessing healthy, affordable food by 

F0

TOPIC CARD

BIODIVERSITY    
& ECOLOGY
Biodiversity is a part of healthy cities. A 
variety of healthy plants and animals support 

B0

TOPIC CARD

EMERGENCY 
PREPAREDNESS
In an emergency, your quickest source of 
help is your neighbours. Getting to know your 
neighbours and preparing for emergencies 
together will help you act and recover more 
quickly. The action cards in this section will 
help you build that neighbour-to-neighbour 
connection.

P0

Learn more: A library of resources to help 
you with how to take action can be found 
at edmonton.ca/climateneighbours
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How do you use the Action Cards?
Th e cards are designed to be sorted, shared and discussed – so sit around 
a kitchen table with your neighbours and just play! Th ough some of the 
actions can be done solo, we recommend getting together with your 
neighbours for even more benefi ts and fun. 

If you are looking for some help to get started, the next pages outline some 
options to help you fi nd the actions that will work best on your block. 

LEVEL 2 | BIODIVERSITY & ECOLOGY 

Attract More Pollinators

EFFORT: SEASON: TAGS:

WHY TAKE ACTION?
Pollinator species (like insects and birds) are an 
essential part of a healthy ecosystem. Creating 
gardens to attract pollinators can help improve 
the health of natural areas, vegetation, and 
biodiversity across the neighbourhood and 
increase local biodiversity.

Medium

Family 
Friendly

Bulk Buy

B4
Level indicates  if 
an action is a good  
starting place or is 
more advanced

Level of Eff ort to  
complete the action

Season shows the best time of year 
to prepare (no colour) or complete (colour) 
a seasonal action

Card ID is a unique 
number to identify 
each action

Tags indicate 
special features or 
requirements to help 
narrow down your 
selection
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1. Select a Starter Card to choose a beginner 
action to help you take the fi rst step. 

2. Take action!

3. When you’re ready to take your next step, 
choose another Starter Card or move 
on to the Topic Cards. 

1. Select a Topic Card you and your neighbours 
are most interested in exploring.

2. Select a Level 1 Action Card to help you lay 
the groundwork.

3. Take action!

4. Look at other levels under the same topic to 
advance your work. Take action again!

STARTER CARDS: Get the ball rolling

 Start here if... you are new to climate change 
action or don’t know your neighbours.

TOPIC CARDS: Follow your interests

 Start here if... you or your neighbours are passionate 
about a specific topic related to climate change.

$

STARTER CARD

Create a Neighbourhood 
Inventory

EFFORT: SEASON: TAGS:

WHY TAKE ACTION?
To address unique local needs and opportunities, 
it is important to know what conditions exist in 
your neighbourhood and what assets you and your 
neighbours have available to you.

Medium

Low Cost

Family 
Friendly

S4

$

STARTER CARD

Become a Climate 
Change Advocate

EFFORT: SEASON: TAGS:

WHY TAKE ACTION?
Every neighbourhood needs someone to take 
the first step. Use your knowledge and passion 
to encourage others to join you in taking climate 
action on your block.

Low

Low Cost

Family 
Friendly

S3

$

STARTER CARD

Learn About 
Climate Change

EFFORT: SEASON: TAGS:

WHY TAKE ACTION?
Our climate is already changing locally and 
globally. Learning about how to mitigate the 
impacts and adapt to a changing climate is the 
first step towards action.

Low

Low Cost

Family 
Friendly

S2

$

STARTER CARD

Get to Know Your 
Neighbours

EFFORT: SEASON: TAGS:

WHY TAKE ACTION?
Your neighbours will often be the first people on 
the scene with you during an emergency. Knowing 
your neighbours can help you prepare, respond, 
and recover from emergencies, such as power 
outages, floods, and other disasters.

Medium

Low Cost

Family 
Friendly

S1

TOPIC CARD

EMERGENCY 
PREPAREDNESS
In an emergency, your quickest source of 
help is your neighbours. Getting to know your 
neighbours and preparing for emergencies 
together will help you act and recover more 
quickly. The action cards in this section will 
help you build that neighbour-to-neighbour 
connection.

P0

Be efficient. Think about actions that will 
address multiple issues or opportunities 
within your neighbourhood.

$

LEVEL 1 | EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS P1

Review Neighbourhood 
Hazards

EFFORT: SEASON: TAGS:

WHY TAKE ACTION?
In an emergency, dead branches, large 
puddles and other hazards can impact safety. 
Identifying and addressing hazards can improve 
neighbourhood resilience.

Medium

Low Cost

Event


