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e. Access to compost storage should leave enough space or a path for a

wheelbarrow and related maintenance activities.

f. Compost storage and volume should be manageable by the maintenance

group and not require large equipment.

14. Litter and Waste Receptacles

Although the majority of waste created at a garden can be reused and repurposed as

compost, some items are only suitable for a litter receptacle. Gardeners may opt to

dispose of waste at another location, including residential bins. If a waste receptacle is

desirable at the site, pay attention to both the design and maintenance requirements for

the

selected option. The City is not responsible for waste removal.

a. Ideally, litter/waste receptacles will be located and fully enclosed to

reduce odour, visibility and access to both people and wildlife/pests,

including having a tamper-resistant or locking lid.

b. Examples of receptacles include metal drums, heavy duty polycarbonate

(plastic) bins/carts, aggregate bins, or other commercial or

industrial-grade receptacles.

c. Receptacles may be installed on a pad for ease of maintenance (e.g.

mowing around them) and to improve access and removal of waste.

Additional considerations for concrete pads, including size and setbacks,

are included in the Design and Construction Standards (Volume 5

Landscaping), under Site Specific Features (furniture).

d. Receptacles should be sized for maintenance led by individuals, rather

than requiring commercial removal service.
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15. Tables

Tables in a Community Garden have many uses not limited to gathering at events,

preparing plants and seasonal resources, or for sorting and cleaning harvested plants.

Tables come in many shapes, sizes and materials and provide an opportunity for creative

design.

a. Types of tables may include picnic tables, potting tables and gathering

tables. For an example of an accessible picnic table refer to the Access

Design Guide

b. If tables are to be permanent installations, materials should be durable to

withstand weather and winter conditions.

c. To ensure stability and prevent theft, tables are typically secured in place

and installed on a concrete pad. Tables cannot be anchored to trees.

Additional considerations for concrete pads, including size and setbacks,

are included in the Design and Construction Standards (Volume 5

Landscaping), under Site Specific Features (furniture).

i. Moveable furniture can be a risk for theft, damage, or used to

access or climb trees or other items (e.g. sheds, cisterns), which

can then pose a safety hazard.

d. If portable/folding tables are utilized, consider secured, on-site storage for

them.

e. Tables should be of a typical height, appropriate for a variety of users.

f. When installing tables, consider the location for accessibility, shade,

views, etc.

g. Sample diagrams of tables and installations are available in schematic

LA501 and LA503 of the Design and Construction Standards (Volume 5

Landscaping),in the appendix “Landscape Construction Detail Reference”.

16. Outdoor Seating

Places to sit, relax and take in the beauty of nature are

usually welcome in a Community Garden. There are a wide

variety of outdoor seating options and materials for

consideration. It’s a great way to add creative design into

the space, keeping in mind a few basic principles and

recommendations.
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a. Seating examples include benches, commemorative benches,

classroom/amphitheater style seats (group seating), garden stools,

lounger chairs, etc.

b. If seating is to be a permanent installation, materials should be durable to

withstand weather and winter conditions.

c. Seating should be at least 3m away from litter/waste receptacles and

compost storage.

d. Ideally, seating is secured in place and anchored to the ground or

installed on a concrete pad. Seating cannot be anchored to trees.

Additional considerations for concrete pads, including size and setbacks,

are included in the Design and Construction Standards (Volume 5

Landscaping), under Site Specific Features (furniture).

i. Consider that moveable furniture can be a risk for theft, damage,

or used to access or climb trees or other items (e.g. sheds,

cisterns), which can then pose a safety hazard.

e. If portable seating is utilized, consider secured, on-site storage for it.

f. Some accessible seating should be provided that offers both a back and

an armrest; refer to the Access Design Guide for more information.

g. When installing seating, consider the location for accessibility, shade,

views, etc.

h. Sample diagrams of benches and installations are available in schematic

LA500 and LA502 of the Design and Construction Standards (Volume 5

Landscaping),in the appendix “Landscape Construction Detail Reference”.

17. Pathways

Garden paths can create an inviting atmosphere in a

garden, leading users to discover the many spaces of

the site. Pathways can be both aesthetically pleasing

and functional when they are well designed.

a. Pathway materials may include wood/bark chip, gravel, packed sand,

pavers or sidewalk blocks but should be installed correctly to avoid

settling over time and the creation of trip hazards.
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b. The choice in materials will impact pathway durability, aesthetics and

accessibility. Consider that wider paths with firm, stable surfaces are

typically better for people using mobility aids. Refer to the Access Design

Guide for design considerations, though the requirements in the ADG are

specific to major pathways between park amenities.

c. If constructing a pathway, consider a route through the garden that

connects to various features and that may aid in maintenance activities.

18. Garden Beautification

Garden beautification opportunities are permitted and encouraged to add interest and

value to Community Gardens. Examples of beautification elements can include

sculptures, lighting, water features/fountains, decorative boulders/rocks, bird baths,

gazebos, etc.

a. Boulders (large rocks) or stone features provide interest but also present

a safety hazard if used incorrectly. Boulders/rocks or constructed rock

features must be immovable by hand and located in visible areas to

minimize public safety hazards like trips and falls. They should also not

impede maintenance activities. Additional information can be found in

the Design and Construction Standards (Volume 5 Landscaping), in “Site

Specific Features”.

b. Large structures such as gazebos or pergolas should be carefully

considered due to higher maintenance requirements, and should be

installed on a structurally designed base or pad for stability and longevity.

Additional considerations for concrete pads, including size and setbacks,

are included in the Design and Construction Standards (Volume 5

Landscaping), under Site Specific Features (furniture).

c. Water features should be carefully considered due to higher maintenance

requirements. They should utilize a metered water source for ease of

installation and maintenance of fresh water content to avoid stagnant

pooling.

d. Commemorative plaques should be made of weather resistant materials

and have security hardware.

e. Garden lighting should be solar powered, and well-installed to endure

wind/weather and to deter theft and vandalism. Lighting should face

inward to the site or otherwise not shine into private property.
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f. Murals can add interest and beauty, and are not meant for advertising or

political use. Carefully consider maintenance and protection of these

items.

i. Murals can be an effective way to create a sense of belonging,

animation and character in a neighborhood. From a Community

Garden perspective, murals would tend to be adjacent or near to

the garden rather than installed within it, in most cases, such as

on the wall of a nearby community league building or

privately-owned building. Mural installation may require a

development permit as well as permission of the

building/property owner.

ii. For more information about public artworks in Edmonton, refer to

Public Art to Enhance Edmonton’s Public Realm Policy C458D and

the Capital City Clean Up website.

19. Species Awareness and Restrictions

Generally, planning and selecting plantings for a Community Garden need to consider the

following:

a. Species that are restricted through provincial

legislation (noxious or invasive plants/weeds) are not

permitted.

b. Avoid planting species near each other that are hosts

for common diseases, to minimize spread if any one

plant becomes infected. For example:

i. Black knot (fungal) - Cherry family (e.g.

chokecherry, Mayday)

ii. Fire blight (bacterial) - Rose family (e.g.

crabapple, pear, mountain ash, cotoneaster,

raspberry, saskatoon)

iii. Apple scab (fungal) - Apples, pears

iv. Apple/cedar/hawthorn rust (fungal) - Apple, crabapple, hawthorn,

saskatoon, juniper

v. Late blight (fungal) - Tomatoes, potatoes

c. Carefully consider certain species that are likely to creep or spread to

other areas of the garden or outside the garden boundary. Plan their
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location in the garden, take extra care to contain them, or avoid planting

them. For example:

i. Caragana species

ii. Variegated goutweed

iii. Hops (unless contained in a large pot)

iv. Lily of the valley

v. Anemone - windflower

vi. Fruiting species - raspberry, strawberry, certain species of

saskatoon (these are great fruit producers but keep well away

from garden boundaries)

d. Be aware of safety concerns (e.g. poisonous plants). For example:

Poisonous for people Poisonous for animals/pets

● Castor bean
● Brugmansia- Angels Trumpet
● Garden monkshood
● Delphinium
● Columbine
● Ranunculus
● Pasque flower
● Bugbane
● Globe flower
● Morning Glory
● Anemone - windflower
● Hellebore
● Meadow Rue

● Lily of the
valley

● Castor bean
● Crocus
● Tulips
● Yew
● Daffodils
● Lilies
● Hyacinths
● English ivy
● Brugmansia

- Angels
Trumpet

● Globe flower
● Anemone -

windflower
● Hellebore
● Meadow rue
● Garden monkshood
● Delphinium
● Columbine
● Ranunculus
● Pasque flower
● Bugbane

20. Trees, Shrubs and “Edible Landscaping”

Trees and shrubs may be included in Community Gardens for either general

enhancement (ornamentals) or edible species producing fruits, nuts, etc. Trees and

shrubs, whether ornamental or edible, are a different type of asset in a Community

Garden because they live for decades and generally require considerably more and/or

specialized care and maintenance compared to perennials or annual plantings. They also

take considerably longer to establish before they are capable of producing harvests. As

such, planting trees and shrubs requires careful consideration, planning and

commitment.

Community Garden Guidelines, Parks and Roads Services 2023
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The term “edible landscaping” refers to trees and shrubs that produce food, medicine or

cultural fruits or nuts, purposefully grown and maintained for harvesting and human

consumption. By extension, this also includes the mulch beds they occupy.

NOTE: All trees and shrubs in Community Gardens are required to be grouped

together into mulch beds. Details on mulch beds can be found in Section 7 of this

document.

Edible tree and shrub species are not limited to fruits or nuts. Other parts of the plant

may also be harvested and consumed, such as leaves, roots, tubers, stems, seeds, buds

and flowers, depending on the species. Care must be taken to know what part of the tree

or shrub is edible, and whether it can be consumed raw or must be cooked. Also

consider that they are likely publicly accessible and could be harvested freely despite the

Community Garden group’s best intentions.

The benefits of edible trees and shrubs are:

● Increased opportunities for harvesting while increasing food available for

surrounding communities (particularly with fruit species).

● Increased species diversity throughout Edmonton as a strategy to create

healthy and sustainable forests, parkland and shrub mulch beds.

● Fruit bearing trees and shrubs are aesthetically pleasing and increase the

beautification of surrounding landscapes.

Community Garden Guidelines, Parks and Roads Services 2023
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● Increased opportunities to build community relationships and social

interactions.

● Trees and shrubs attract and support beneficial wildlife and pollinators.

TREES - considerations and requirements:

a. Selecting ornamental or edible trees

i. Consider the size of trees upon planting versus how big they will

be at maturity - height, width and root zone.

1. Trees and shrubs must be spaced for their mature size to

allow for growth.

2. Consider staggering the sizes of trees at time of planting

to create variation in life stages. Initial planting should

include a variety of tree sizes such as whips, potted, and

balled and burlapped. The more mature at the time of

planting, the more likely the period of stress following

transplanting.

ii. Fruit trees tend to have low canopies.

1. To ensure that foot or vehicle traffic is not impeded, avoid

planting near roadways, sidewalks, and walkways.

iii. Fruit trees are not salt tolerant and should not be planted by

roadways.

iv. Edible tree species drop fruit/nuts and can be messy and cause

maintenance concerns.

1. Fallen fruit attracts vermin and insects (e.g. wasps,

rodents). This can be a public safety concern, especially

near playgrounds or recreation fields.

2. Tree canopies should not overhang hard infrastructure

such as walkways or patios.

3. Edible trees should not be planted on boulevards or road

Rights-of-Way areas.

4. Mulch beds must be large enough and shaped/placed to

ensure that they catch any falling fruit or nuts, including

when the tree is fully grown.

v. At least two varieties of the same tree should be planted to allow

for cross-pollination.

vi. Planting for beneficial insects:

Community Garden Guidelines, Parks and Roads Services 2023
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1. Example: Planting a variety of perennials or annuals and

other shrubs that may attract pollinators over the course

of the growing season.

2. Example: Planting dill to attract parasitic wasps.

vii. Avoid planting trees near other trees, shrubs or plants that can

serve as hosts for pests. See Section 19 for more information on

species considerations.

b. Growing site considerations:

i. Soil composition and quality

1. Note that edible species cannot be planted in

contaminated soils where the contaminants can transfer

to the plant. See Section 1 for additional information on

soil contamination and testing.

2. Well-drained soils are important, as fruit trees in particular

do not thrive in wet, saturated soils.

3. Soil pH, salinity and other nutrient content (e.g. organic

matter) will also impact growing conditions, and will vary

by species.

ii. Easy access to water for the greater needs of edible trees.

iii. Select a sunny and sheltered spot away from prevailing northwest

winds to protect more delicate flowering/fruiting species,

especially for those species that are to be overwintered or are not

hardy for the Edmonton area.

c. Planting tips

i. Fruit trees are best planted in spring. Many tree species can also

be planted in fall when they are shutting down for the season to

reduce transplant shock as long as they are thoroughly ‘watered

in’.

ii. Bare root/whips - should be planted while dormant as they will be

better at adapting to a new environment (typically spring just prior

to leaf out in unfrozen soils)

iii. Potted - will be larger than bare root and take longer to establish.

iv. Balled and burlapped - larger than bare root or potted, ensure

that there is adequate spacing in accordance with the Design and

Construction Standards (Volume 5 Landscaping).

d. Maintenance, agreements and harvesting
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i. With an increase of fruit bearing trees, there may be a surplus of

fruit that will require harvesting.

ii. Individuals are responsible for managing all health and safety

measures associated with maintaining and harvesting edible

trees:

1. No ladders are permitted. Harvested fruit must be picked

from ground level or off of the ground.

2. Use of tools and equipment may be required for

maintenance, and persons using these tools or equipment

must be properly trained (e.g. saws, pruners).

iii. Harvested fruit is for personal use only and is not permitted for

sale. It may be donated to food charities or food banks.

iv. Fruit must be picked and cleaned up often to mitigate the

following risks:

1. Rotting fruit attracts wildlife (including coyotes), pests, and

disease.

2. Operational risks related to increased difficulties

associated with turf maintenance.

v. Remove suckers often to prevent future maintenance issues such

as crowding and spreading.

vi. Regular watering to assist with establishment and growth.

vii. Mulching is an important factor and beds need to be refreshed

periodically.

viii. Mulch beds should be weeded regularly per season as weeds are

a competitor for water and nutrients:

1. Remove weeds by hand often.

2. Herbicides/pesticides are not permitted.

ix. Recommendations for tree stakes, guy wires, and flagging are

found in the Design and Construction Standards (Volume 5

Landscaping).

e. Pests and disease

i. It is important to continue monitoring trees for signs of pests and

disease, and to treat, prune or remove affected plantings to avoid

spread.

SHRUBS - considerations and requirements:

a. Selecting ornamental or edible shrubs
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i. Consider the size of shrubs upon planting versus establishment

and how big they will be at maturity - height, width and root zone.

1. Trees and shrubs must be spaced for their mature size to

allow for growth.

ii. Consider grouping the same or similar species.

1. Mixing ornamentals and edible species in the same mulch

beds may make it more difficult to harvest the edible ones

or carry out maintenance at different times.

iii. Consider the pollination needs. Some species require separate

male and female plants in order to produce fruit. For example,

Common sea buckthorn.

iv. Consider harvest times of different species so the harvest season

is longer.

v. Leave room to access, harvest and work in the shrub bed area.

vi. Consider the maintenance needs of the shrubs, pest management

and disease control.

vii. To ensure that foot or vehicle traffic is not impeded by

wide-spreading species, avoid planting near roadways, sidewalks,

and walkways.

viii. Avoid planting next to roadways or on center medians due to

vehicle safety, salt, and pollution.

ix. Edible shrub species drop fruit/nuts and can be messy and cause

maintenance concerns.

1. Fallen fruit attracts vermin and insects (e.g., wasps,

rodents). This can be a public safety concern, especially

near playgrounds or recreation fields.

2. Tree canopies should not overhang hard infrastructure.

3. Edible shrubs should not overhang walkways.

4. Edible trees should not be planted on boulevards or

rights-of-way areas.

5. Mulch beds must be large enough and shaped/placed to

ensure that they catch any falling fruit or nuts, including

when shrubs are fully grown and ones that spread out or

sucker.

x. Planting for beneficial insects:
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1. Example: Planting a variety of perennials or annuals and

other shrubs that may attract pollinators over the course

of the growing season.

2. Example: Planting dill to attract parasitic wasps.

xi. Avoid planting shrubs near other shrubs, trees or plants that can

serve as hosts for pests. See Section 19 for more information on

species considerations.

b. Growing site considerations:

i. Soil composition and quality

1. Note that edible species cannot be planted in

contaminated soils where the contaminants can transfer

to the plant. See Section 1 for additional information on

soil contamination and testing.

2. Well-drained soils are important, as many shrub species

do not thrive in wet, saturated soils.

3. Soil pH, salinity and other nutrient content (e.g. organic

matter) will also impact growing conditions, and will vary

by species.

ii. Easy access to water for the greater needs of edible shrubs.

iii. Select a sunny and sheltered spot away from prevailing northwest

winds to protect more delicate flowering/fruiting species,

especially for those species that are to be overwintered or are not

hardy for the Edmonton area. Avoid planting in areas that receive

prolonged periods of shade caused by taller nearby trees or

buildings.

iv. Don’t plant species that are hosts of disease near their

counterpart. For example apples/Saskatoon berry near

cedar/juniper due to rust transmission.

c. Planting tips

i. Edible shrubs are best planted in spring. Many shrub species can

also be planted in fall when they are shutting down for the season

to reduce transplant shock as long as they are thoroughly

‘watered in’.

ii. Bare root - should be planted while dormant as they will be better

at adapting to a new environment (typically spring just prior to

leaf out in unfrozen soils).

iii. Potted - will be larger than bare root and take longer to establish.
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iv. Balled and burlapped - larger than bare root or potted, ensure

that there is adequate spacing in accordance with the Design and

Construction Standards (Volume 5 Landscaping).

d. Maintenance, agreements and harvesting

i. With an increase of fruit bearing shrubs, there may be a surplus of

fruit that will require harvesting.

ii. Individuals are responsible for managing all health and safety

measures associated with maintaining and harvesting edible

shrubs:

1. Use of tools and equipment may be required for

maintenance and persons using these tools or equipment

must be properly trained (e.g., saws, pruners).

iii. Harvested fruit is for personal use only and is not permitted for

sale. It may be donated to food charities or food banks.

iv. Fruit must be picked and cleaned up often to mitigate the

following risks:

1. Rotting fruit attracts wildlife (including coyotes), pests, and

disease.

2. Operational risks related to increased difficulties

associated with turf maintenance.

v. Remove suckers often to prevent future maintenance issues such

as crowding and spreading.

vi. Regular watering on an ongoing basis will assist with

establishment and growth.

vii. Mulching is an important factor and beds need to be refreshed

periodically.

viii. Mulch beds should be weeded five times per season as weeds are

a competitor for water and nutrients:

1. Remove weeds by hand often.

2. Herbicides/pesticides are not permitted.

e. Pests and disease

i. It is important to continue monitoring shrubs for signs of pests

and disease, and to treat, prune or remove affected plantings to

avoid spread.
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