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Project background

About the project

The City of Edmontonis exploring improvements that can be made to our active transportation infrastructure
to complete missing links in the routes, paths and lanes specifically for those who walk, bike and wheel.

Following the direction provided in the City of Edmonton's Bike Plan, improvements are being designed for
active transportationinfrastructure for five arterial corridors:

+

+

Fort Road - 127 Avenue to 153 Avenue

127 Street - Yellowhead Trail to 137 Avenue

106 Street - Princess Elizabeth Avenue to 118 Avenue
102 Avenue - 136 Street to 139 Street

100 Avenue - 102 Street to 103 Street

When designing the options, the following were considered:

+

+

+

Minimize land impacts
Minimize environmental impacts
Provide consistency and connectivity with existing paths and lanes, where possible

Improve active transportation infrastructure and safety for users while maintaining the level of service for drivers

Concept designs are expected to be complete by the end of 2022. There is currently no timeline for construction.



https://www.edmonton.ca/transportation/cycling_walking/bicycle-transportation-plan
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Engagement

Engagement process
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Engagement activities were designed to gather public and stakeholder input to inform
the concept designs for the five arterial corridors.

Public engagement was at the ADVISE level of the City's public engagement spectrum.

The publicis
consulted by

the City to share
feedback and
perspectives that
are considered
for policies,

programs,
projects, or
services.

The publicis
involved by

the City to
adapt and adjust
approaches

to policies,
programs,
projects, or
services.

The public
collaborates with
the City to develop
and build solutions
regarding policies,
programs, projects,
or services.

This caninclude
community initiated
engagement.

The publicis
empowered to make
decisions directly or
on behalf of the

City about policies,
programs, projects,
or services.

Decision making

When making decisions, there are three
considerations: City policies and programs,
technical requirements and publicinput. These
inputs will be considered along with project
constraints, including budget, to support the
refinement of the preferred concept designs.

PROJECT DECISION

PUBLIC TECHNICAL
INPUT REQUIREMENTS

CITY POLICIES
AND PROGRAMS
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Engagement Activities

+ A meeting was held on April 21, 2022 with representatives
of the active transportation organizations Bike Edmonton
and Paths for People to gather input to inform the
development of each of the corridor designs.

+ A meeting was held with NAIT on August 24,2022 to
share and discuss the draft concept and how it alighs
with NAIT's Master Plan.

A public survey was made available to gather public feedback

on the proposed active transportation corridor improvements.

The survey was posted on the project website at edmonton.ca/
ActiveTransporation from June 13 to 27, 2022. Paper copies
were available upon request.

Atotal of 215 survey responses were received. Respondents
could choose to provide feedback on all or select corridor
designs; thirty-six per cent (36%) of respondents provided
feedback on all five designs.

Communications

The following communication tools were used to promote
the public survey to Edmontonians.

+ Over 42,000 postcards were delivered to residences
and businesses in and around each corridor
improvement project area

+ 18roadsigns were placed on or near each corridor
improvement project area

+ Socialmedia advertisements

+ Email notifications
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What we proposed and what we heard

Input was gathered on each of the five proposed active transportation improvement corridor designs. Respondents were
asked what they like about each design, as well as what could be improved.

The following provides the proposed infrastructure improvements and what we heard about each.

Fort Road - 127 Avenue to 153 Avenue

Fort Roadis a divided arterial roadway with two to three lanes in each direction and a wide median north of 137 Avenue.
Existing shared pathway corridors arein place along 137 Avenue and 153 Avenue, as well as along the LRT corridor to the south
to 66 Street. This study area would complete the gap from the 66 Street shared pathway on the southeast side of the corridor
to the 153 Avenue shared pathway running east-west.

Two design options were proposed for this corridor. In both options, the path may be constructed within the boulevard or the
curb may need to be shifted, resulting in narrower travel lanes but not the removal of travel lanes.
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Proposed Shared Pathway
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Design Option A - Shared pathway on east side of Fort Road

In this option, the pathway is located closer to the Belvedere and Clareview LRT stations and transit centres.

Fort Road - Proposed Cross Section (Option A)

(ATl VA T ok T L

Made with Streetmix

FIGURE 1 Walking /
Wheelchair 8%
One hundred and thirteen I do not travel Transit 11%
respondents provided through this
feedback on these design neighbourhood
options. The following chart 22%
illustrates how they travel
through the project area. - o
Below is what we heard. - Biking 22%
Motor Vehicle

(car) 35% Scooter 1%
car %
Skateboard 1%
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What respondents like

Respondents note what they like most about Option A is its proximity to public transit—the
Clareview and Belvedere LRT stations and bus stops. Respondents also note that they like that
the bike laneis separated/protected from the vehicle lanes to enhance safety for all users.
Respondents also like that this connection will provide links to existing bike infrastructure.

What could be improved

Respondents suggest that reducing the number of vehicle travel lanes would benefit this option
by providing additional space which could be allocated to enhance the active transportation
connection and improve safety for all users. A seven vehicle laneroadis believed to be too wide
for safe crossings.

A clear and substantial separation between the vehicle traffic and shared pathway is desired. It
is suggested a green boulevard would suit this purpose and trees could be added to enhance the
comfort and experience of users. Many suggest that a shared pathway should be provided on
both sides of the corridor.

Thereis a concern about access across the shared pathway to the businesses on the east side
of the corridor. The City is encouraged to ensure safe crossings and to continue to expand the
active transportation network by adding connections from this pathway to others within the
area, as well as key destinations.
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Design Option B - Shared pathway on west side of Fort Road

In this option, the pathway is located closer to the nearby residential neighbourhoods (e.g., Belvedere).

Fort Road - Proposed Cross Section (Option B)

" W - = -

What respondents like

Respondents note what they like about Option Bis its proximity
to both the residential neighborhoods and area businesses. It is
felt that this will enhance safety, and encourage pathway usage,
by minimizing the need to cross Fort Road. The separation of
bikes and carsis also noted. Many respondents however, do not
support this option and indicated a preference for Option A.

g Sy gy b gy gl Sain Vg )

Made with Streetmix

What can be improved

Similar to Option A, thereis a desire to reduce the number

of vehicle travellanes and devote the space to the active
transportation connection. Many respondents suggest that
shared pathways be placed on both sides of the corridor. To
enhance safety, other suggestions include increasing the
separation between the vehicle lanes and the shared pathway,
widening the sidewalk, and creating a separation between bikes
and pedestrians on the pathway.

City of Edmonton
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127 Street - Yellowhead Trail to 137 Avenue

127 Street is an undivided arterial roadway with two travel lanes in each direction, along with areversible lane which switches direction
to accommodate peak direction travel. Existing shared pathways are located along the west side of the road from Yellowhead Trail to
127 Avenue and on the west side north of 137 Avenue. This study area would complete the gap between these two pathways.

Study Area Limits
= Existing Shared Roadway

— = u - | (Low Tratfic)
127 Street - Proposed Cross Section : L s EXisting Shared Roadway

(High Tratfic)
s Proposed Shared Pathway
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Proposed Design - Shared pathway on west side

+ The existing shared pathway south of 127 Avenue will be Considerations
extended north to 137 Avenue, where it will connect to the
existing shared pathways to the north + There may beimpacts to trees, however they will be

avoided wherever possible
+ Insome areas, the existing boulevard will allow for the

sidewalk to be widened to a shared pathway + Some streetlights may need to be relocated
+ Inother areas, the vehicle lanes will be narrowed and the + Only one feasible option was identified for this corridor
west curb will be shifted east to allow for a wider boulevard due to the existing active transportation network and the

to accommodate the new shared pathway constraints identified.
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One hundred and twenty-nine respondents provided feedback on this option. The following chart illustrates how they travel
through the project area. Below is what we heard.

FIGURE 2 | do not travel

through this
neighbourhood
16%

Motor Vehicle
(car) 39%

What respondents like

What respondents noted most often about
what they like about the 127 Street option

is the connectionit provides to the existing
active transportation network, filling the

gap and expanding the network overall,
providing additional transportation options to
Edmontonians. The narrowing of the vehicle
travellanes was also noted as something that
is liked about this option, which respondents
believe will provide the benefit of reducing

speed. Enhancing safety for users is also noted.

Walking /
Wheelchair 9%

—— Transit 8%

— Biking 24%

r Scooter 2%

— Skateboard 2%

What could be improved

Suggested improvements to the 127 Street option include physically separating
the bike lane from the roadway (by adding a barrier or green space, for example) .
Respondents feel that removing a car lane would provide space to assist with this
separation, as well as better balance the allocated space for distinct users and
improve safety overall. Crossing safety is a primary concern with suggestions to
provide bikes with clear right-of-way/unimpeded crossings and to ensure safe
crossings for those who bike and walk across Yellowhead Trail. Trees were noted
as a priority with a desire to retain the trees wherever possible. Some commented
that a separation between bikes and pedestrians along the pathway would be
beneficial for safety.
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106 Street - Princess Elizabeth Avenue to 118 Avenue

106 Streetis adivided arterial
roadway with two travel
lanesin each directionand a
centre median. Existing shared
pathways are located along the
east side of theroad from 111
Avenue to Princess Elizabeth
Avenue and on the east side
north of 118 Avenue. This study
area would complete the gap
between these two pathways.
This corridor travels through
the NAIT campus.

06 Street - Proposed Cross Section

Proposed Design - Shared pathway on east side

The existing sidewalk will be widened to a shared pathway Considerations:
standard. The existing centre median may be removed and the
east curb extended to create a wider boulevard to accommodate ~ + Some streetlights may need to be relocated

this new shared pathway. Alternatively, there may be enough
roominthe boulevard to widen the existing sidewalk. Both

+ This busy campus pathway would be used for both bikes
and pedestrians

approaches will be explored further in the design phase.
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One hundred and twelve respondents provided feedback on this option. The following chart illustrates how they travel through

the project area. Below is what we heard.

FIGURE 3 Idonottravel ———

through this
neighbourhood
13%

Motor Vehicle
(car) 39%

What respondents like

What respondents like most about the 106
Street designis that it continues to expand the
active transportation network and fills existing
gaps. Both the separation from traffic and width
of the path are also noted as what respondents
like, with some adding that these features
increase safety. Respondents also like the
access that the path provides to NAIT, as well

as theremoval of the centre median.

Walking /
Wheelchair 10%

——— Transit 9%

— Biking 26%

Scooter 1%

Skateboard 2%

What could be improved

Respondents suggest improvements to the 106 Street design including a separation
of bikes and pedestrians along the shared pathway, noting the heavy foot trafficon
campus and the potential for conflicts when both bikes and pedestrians will share
the same space. Widening the pathway overall is also suggested as a solution.

Some suggest that reducing the number of vehicle lanes will help improve the
design overall, adding space to the active transportation connection. The addition of
treesis desired, as well as a focus on safe crossings and a physical separation of the
active transportation lane from vehicular traffic.

13
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102 Avenue - 136 Street to 139 Street

102 Avenueis an undivided
arterial roadway with two
travellanesin each direction.
An existing shared pathway
islocated along the north side
of theroad east of 136 Street.
West of 139 Street, active
transportationimprovements
are anticipated as part of the

Valley Line West construction.

This study area would
complete the gap between
these two areas.

14
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= Study Area Limits

Existing Shared Roadway
(Low Traffic)

m—— Existing Shared Pathway

s Proposed Shared Pathway
= Future Valley Line LRT West

Future Shared Pathway (With
LRT Construction)

e Future Crosswalks (With LRT
Construction)

B Future LRT Stop

Proposed Design: Shared pathway along north side of 102 Avenue

The proposed design provides a shared-use path along the north

Considerations:

side of 102 Avenue. In this design the existing shared use path

at 136 Street will be extended west to 139 Street, where it will
connect withimprovements related to the future Valley Line LRT.

+ There may beimpacts to trees, however they will be avoided
wherever possible

+ Only one feasible option was identified for this corridor due to
the existing active transportation network.
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One hundred and twenty-eight provided feedback on this option. The following chart illustrates how they travel through the

project area. Below is what we heard.

FIGURE 4

through this
neighbourhood
14.5%

Motor Vehicle
(car) 32%

What respondents like

Most respondents note that the expansion of
the existing network and the added connection
created by this design are what they like most
about the 102 Avenue option. A few respondents
noted they like that the bike laneis protected
and that the design enhances safety.

Idonot travel —————

Walking /
Wheelchair 14.5%

Transit 8%

—— Biking 28%

r Scooter 2%

Skateboard 1%

What could be improved

Crossings were mentioned most often as what respondents suggest would improve
the 102 Avenue design. Respondents note a desire to maintain trees along the
corridor. Safe and efficient crossings are desired, with specific locations identified as
Stony Plain Road at 102 Street and at the future LRT station. A preference for raised
crossingsis also mentioned. Respondents are eager for the network to expand
further, noting that this connection should extend further to the west, as well as
both north and south of this location. A few respondents suggest that bikes and
pedestrians should be separated on the pathway, with a few others suggesting that
aprotected bike laneis preferred over the shared pathway.

15
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100 Avenue - 102 Street to 103 Street

100 Avenueis an undivided
arterial roadway with one
travellanein each direction.
An existing two-way
protected bike lane runs along
the north side of 100 Avenue
west of 103 Street, and along
the west side of 103 Street
north of 100 Avenue.

o
o
1
o
-t
15§
5

Study Area Limits
Existing Protected Bike Lanes
== Proposed Protected Bike Lanes

Future Link to 100 Street
— Pedestrian Bridge

Proposed Design: Protected two-way bike lane along north side of 100 Avenue

The proposed design provides a protected two-way bike Considerations:
lane along the north side of 100 Avenue, as an extension

of the existing facility west of 103 Street. + Connectivity with the wider active transportation network, including

afuture connection to the planned 100 Street pedestrian bridge
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One hundred and twenty-eight respondents provided feedback on this option. The following chart illustrates how they travel

through the project area. Below is what we heard.

I do not travel
through this
neighbourhood
1%

FIGURE 5

Motor Vehicle ——
(car) 29%

Skateboard 1%

Scooter 2%

_ LN

What respondents like

Thereis enthusiastic support for this new connection with
respondents eager for this missing connection in the downtown
area! There is specific mention of the value of providing this

link to the funicular andriver valley trails. The protected bike
infrastructureis also seen as a huge benefit in this heavy
vehicle traffic area.

Walking /
Wheelchair
21%

— Transit 8%

Biking 28%

What could be improved

Respondents are concerned about the abrupt end of this
proposed connection and urge the City to extend the facility
beyond 102 Street. There are concerns about safety with the
end point of this connection and the need for carefully planned,
safe crossings across 100 Avenue. The link to the ‘future’ 100
Street pedestrian bridge is received with frustration and call
on the City to complete the bridge at the same time to ensure a
safe transition for users.

City of Edmonton
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What else should the City consider?

Two hundred and fifteen respondents responded to
this question.

When asked if thereis anything else the City should
consider when planning the corridor improvements,
the following comments were shared most often:

+ Theproposedimprovements are recognized
as positive changes to Edmonton's active
transportation network

+ The City is urged to continue to expand the
network throughout the city

+ Safetyisapriority and should be consideredin
all planning

+ Thereis adesire for bike activated signals

+ The preferenceis for protected bike lanes over
other types of bike facilities

+ Theimpacts of snow and snow removal should
be considered

+ Appropriate signageis required
todirect users safely

Who participated in our survey

FIGURE 6: AGE

| prefer not to answer —
2.8%
8 18-24 years old

8.8%
65-74 years old I

55-64 yearsold ——

12.1% — 25-34 yearsold

24.2%

45-54 yearsold ——
15.8%

35-44 years old
24.7%

FIGURE 7: HOW RESPONDENTS RELATE TO THE PROJECT AREAS

BT
Other (please specify) ——— 2;/27
7.9% o
Operateabusiness ——
1.3%
— Own property
N 21%
Visit as least
once per...
21.8%
Work Rent property

14.8% 5.1%



Next steps

The Project Team thanks all participants for sharing their feedback in this round
of engagement, and will consider all comments received as the project moves
forward with the design. The concept designs will be shared in fall 2022.

There is currently no timeline for construction.

Stay informed

Visit edmonton.ca/ActiveTransportation for more project information.

SHARE YOUR VOICE
SHAPE OUR CITY

€dmonton



http://www.edmonton.ca/ActiveTransportation

