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The Chinatown Gate serves as a symbol of the strong 
cultural and historical ties between the City and the Chinese 

and the City of Harbin in China’s Heilongjiang Province. The 
gate’s creation was advocated for by the Chinese Benevolent 
Association (CBA) which coordinated community funding to 

cultural exchange between the two cities.

The gate was taken down to make way for the Valley Line 
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HARBIN GATE, EDMONTON, AB
The Harbin Gate in Edmonton was a prominent landmark located in 

the city’s Chinatown district. Edmonton’s Chinatown is one of the 

oldest in Canada, and the Harbin Gate serves as a symbol of the 

strong cultural and historical ties between the city and the Chinese 

community. The gate was offi cially opened in 1987 to commemorate 

the twinning of Edmonton with the city of Harbin in Heilongjiang 

Province, China. It stood as a representation of the friendship and 

cultural exchange between the two cities. The gate was deconstructed 

and stored by the city to facilitate new capital projects, and design of 

a new replacement gate structure commenced in 2019. 

The DIALOG and Al Terra Joint Venture were engaged at that time 

to help design a new gate working alongside an architectural team 

based in Beijing, China. DIALOG provided structural engineering 

and electrical engineering services, while Al Terra provided civil 

engineering and landscape architecture services on the project. 

The DIALOG team was required to coordinate the work of all 

subconsultants, including the above noted engineering disciplines 

and the costing consultant.
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The project started with a 
large study area, taking into 
account the following three 
central areas of Chinatown.
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account the following three 
central areas of Chinatown.

NEW GATE 
RELOCATION



CHINATOWN GATE

NOVEMBER 2025

two more lions (four in total) and a 
row of tiles, increasing the height of 

occurred to ensure long-term durability in 

gate (see below), while factoring in 

surrounding context.
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Design Gifted by City of Harbin
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