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What can you do?

Not sure how you can help the environment?  
There are many simple steps you can take to 
become an ‘environmental champion’. To get 
you started, we’ve listed a few ideas below.

Help keep Edmonton healthy and vibrant. Do your

part today!

Recycling & Composting - Most household waste is either 
recyclable or compostable. The City of Edmonton has 
a number of residential recycling programs and a large 
composter that uses the latest technology. 

Become a Master Composter/Recycler volunteer. Learn 
about environmental stewardship, composting and 
recycling in a three week course and start volunteering to 
promote the 4 Rs: reduce, reuse, recycle and recover. 

Getting Around - Traffi c can be a big headache. Lessen 
the traffi c by using alternative modes of transportation. 
Try taking Edmonton Transit instead of driving. Edmonton 
Transit is committed to offering environmentally-friendly 
transportation. Just one bus can replace about 50 private 
cars on the road! 

Why not start a carpool ? It’s a great way to get to know 
co-workers, save money and help the environment. 

•

•

•

•

Energy Use - With ever increasing energy costs, we all look 
for ways to save. There are a number of things you can do, 
many of which are inexpensive, to lower your energy use. 

Anti-Idling - Idling your vehicle not only wastes gasoline 
(and therefore, money), it also causes needless pollution 
and can be damaging to your vehicle. Protect your wallet 
and your health - be aware of your idling habits. 

Partners in Parks - Edmontonians take pride in their city. 
Why not help make it an even more beautiful place to live? 
Join Partners in Parks and participate in gardening a part of 
our city’s public spaces. 

Adopt a Road - Concerned about litter along roadways? 
You can make a difference by adopting a roadway. The 
City will provide you with the materials you need to keep 
your adopted roadway clean.

Naturalization - By using plants native to Alberta, you can 
have a well-landscaped yard that requires less water and is 
more resistant to weeds and pests.

Cleaning products and insecticides can be harsh on the 
environment. Get rid of germs and pests by using natural, 
environmental products. To fi nd out more, search the 
internet for environmentally-friendly cleaning products.
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For more information on the City’s environmental initiatives, contact:

Capital City Cleanup Program - E-mail: capitalcitycleanup@edmonton.ca

EcoVision Edmonton - Web: www.edmonton.ca/ecovision

Edmonton Waste Management Centre of Excellence - Tel: (780)  496-6872 Web: www.ewmce.com

Environmental Information Line - Tel: (780) 496-2791

Enviso - Tel: (780) 944-7520

Gold Bar Wastewater Treatment Plant - Tel: (780) 496-5541

Waste Hotline - (Recycling, grasscycling, Eco Stations, composting, blue bag program, aggregate recycling)
Tel: (780) 496-5678, E-mail: wasteman@edmonton.ca

Information found on City websites and 2005 annual reports

*Note: “park” may be defi ned differently from city to city (e.g., 
some might include golf courses or playgrounds, some might be 
too small for cities to list and some cities might list every sq. ft. 
of greenery).

SHOWING ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERSHIP: EDMONTON VS THE WORLD

 Edmonton Calgary Toronto Vancouver New York Los Angeles London, UK Sydney, AU

Curbside recycling yes no yes yes yes yes yes yes

Plastic bag recycling yes yes  yes yes  no yes no  no recycling, but
 has a reduction 
 strategy

Per cent of waste  60 20 40 52 33 50  20 25
diverted from landfi ll   
      

Compost municipal waste yes no  yes yes no no pilot program (Green Waste
  (annual leaf/     - food waste program)
  pumkin program)        collection 
                

Electronics recycling yes yes yes no yes yes yes yes (call for pickup)

GHG reduction program community-wide corporate-wide  community-wide corporate-wide corporate-wide community-wide corporate-wide corporate-wide
 initiative (public is (only civic (program is 
 involved) (program corporation called 20/20)
 is called CO2RE) is involved)

Number of parks* 535 3,400 1,500 209 More than 1,700 248 More than 200 35

 
 

(90 per cent 
by 2012)

+ 9 dog parks 
+ 7 skate parks

+ 63 playgrounds 
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